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Useful Premiums 


We offer the following premiums which will prove useful for 
young and old: — 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A beautiful Immaculate Conception Brooch, with figure 
For 1 NEW of the Blessed Virgin in deep relief, platinum oxidized 
Subscription finish and mounted on blue. 


Or: —A handsome rose gold Medal of the Little Flower of 
Jesus, enclosed in celluloid, with gilt, artistic scalloped 
edge. The reverse bears the inscription of Little Teresa’s 
promise to the world: “I will spend my heaven in doing 
good upon earth.’ 


A nickel bound hanging Crucifix 5 inches long, well 
For 2 NEW made and convenient for personal use; specially suitable 
Subscriptions for the sick and dying. 


Or: — An artistic oxidized St. Christopher Auto Medal, 1% in. 
diameter. St. Christopher has been chosen patron saint 
of travellers, particularly of automobilists. Many show 
their confidence in his intercession by attaching a medal 
with his image to their cars. 


A black genuine cocoa Rosary, on a durable silver-plated 
For 3 NEW chain. A handsome, practical pair of beads, that will 
Subscriptions please anyone who is so fortunate as to receive this 
premium. 


An excellent, imported, Real Ebony Crucifix, nicely pol- 
For 5 NEW ished, with beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus 
Subscriptions will attract all to love and compassion for our suffering 

Savior. It is light in weight, and can easily be held by a 

sick person, or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. 


A gentleman writes: ‘Enclosed find three years’ renewal for ‘Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory.’ I have been a subscriber for over 20 years. 
It was your excellent magazine which first convinced me that daily 
Holy Communion is possible for the laity. Of late years I have had the 
happiness of communicating three or four times weekly.” 

“Enclosed find renewal for your magazine, that sublime, soul-in- 
spiring periodical, so efficacious for good effects in the soul, operating 
in silence and determination,” writes another gentleman. 

“The pictures are wonderful, the reading matter very interesting, 


the language simple enough for any one to understand. I have enjoyed 
my year’s subscription immensely; enclosed find renewal.” 
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“Mary is taken up into heaven. 
and praising bless the Lord.” 





The angels rejoice, 
(Office B. V. M.) 
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Revelations Concerning the Feast 
of the Assumption 





j essed Alphonse Rodriguez, S.J., who cherished an 
| ardent love for the Mother of God, once had the 
happiness of witnessing in spirit the triumph of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The servant of God describes 
this vision in a manuscript which he wrote in obedience to his 
superiors. In this manuscript he always speaks of himself in 
the third person. 

“After some years,” he says, “it happened that, on the 
feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, when he was rec- 
ollected, and contemplated the throng of angels that were 
gathered about the holy Virgin, he saw, how immediately after 
her death, a host of celestial spirits bore her soul to heaven amid 
songs of jubilation. The heavens opened and received their 
Queen. This was the first feast celebrated by the angels in honor 
of the Mother of God, when they accompanied their Queen from 
earth to heaven. 
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“Scarcely had the holy Virgin with her angelic retinue en- 
tered heaven, when an innumerable throng of other glorious 
spirits, who had awaited their Mistress and Queen, received her 
in triumph. Who can describe their manifestations of joy, the 
unspeakable festivities which they held in honor of the Mother 
of their God, the Queen of angels! 

“The third feast, more solemn than the two preceding, took 
place when the Mother of God was presented to the Most Blessed 
Trinity. At this moment all the citizens of heaven experienced 
so great joy, that all, simultaneously, began to sing angelic 
hymns which are by far superior to any earthly melodies. The 
man (Alphonse) beheld the entire celebration; he assisted at it 
and rejoiced exceedingly. No human intellect is capable of 
understanding what there took place, for the celebrations of 
heaven bear no resemblance to those organized by men for sov- 
ereigns upon earth. Although the angels were innumerable, 
although the place where they were assembled was of immense 
proportions, and although they were at a great distance from 
each other, still, one could witness the whole celebration and 
hear that celestial music as if it had been on one spot. With one 
glance the whole could be seen. He likewise saw the feast which 
the elect together and each individually held in honor of their 
Queen, as though his soul had been in each individually, and 
wholly in all, so that he missed not the least part of this solemn 
triumph in honor of the Mother of God. If one single angel 
is capable of producing music so sweet as to entrance the human 
spirit that it remains enraptured for years, what must be said of 
the harmony of all these heavenly citizens, since it was even 
enhanced by the burning love of the Heavenly Queen? This 
is a thing so sublime and Divine, that no words of earth can 
describe it.” 


Mary Joyously Received into Heaven 


On the feast of the Assumption, St. Frances of Rome was 
rapt even up to the throne of God. She saw the soul of Mary in 
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the hands of God, as though it had just left her immaculate 
body. Thereupon, this soul, accompanied by the saints, returned 
to the grave, united itself instantaneously with the body, and 
then, body and soul united, were borne by angels to heaven. 
With childlike love, Jesus placed Mary upon a throne more 
exalted than those of any of the heavenly spirits. The nine 
choirs of angels intoned celestial hymns, in which they thanked 
the Blessed Virgin, who, by consenting to the Incarnation 
of the Second Divine Person of the Blessed Trinity, was the 
first cause of their joy. The Son of God decked Mary with a 
triple crown, and installed her as Queen of heaven, of earth and 
of purgatory. 

St. Frances was told that the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin is an unfailing source of grace for mankind, and that the 
holy Virgin in heaven is the Mediatrix of sinners; that the poor 
souls in purgatory are alleviated and freed through her prayers; 
that the most hardened sinners obtain the grace of conversion 
and the dying contrition and pardon for their sins. — An angel 
then approached Frances, congratulated her that she had as- 
sisted at the celebration which had just taken place in heaven, 
and then added: “Consider the exceptional virtues of the 
Blessed Virgin; exert thyself to imitate her; retain in thy mem- 
ory what thou hast seen and heard, so that thou mayest preserve 
it in thy mind and understanding when thou shalt have regained 
consciousness.” 


Highest among the Elect 


On the night of the Assumption, St. Mechtilde remained in 
the choir. It seemed to her that she was with the Blessed Virgin 
who was reposing on her couch. And behold! the height of the 
immeasurable Majesty of God lowered itself into the sacred 
abyss, that is, into the most humble Heart of the Virgin, and 
filled it with the streams of His Divine delights to such an excess 
that her holy soul was all absorbed by God and flowed into the 
Divinity. Thus Mary’s holy soul passed with unspeakable joy 











Reigning at My right in eternal glory, thou shalt continue throughout 


from her body, untouched by pain. Thence it flew eagerly into 
the arms of her Son, leaned lovingly and sweetly upon His 
Heart, and, amid the festal songs of all the saints, was raised to 
the throne of the Most Blessed Trinity. 

How the Heavenly Father with all the tenderness of His 
paternal love received her soul into His fatherly Heart, is not 
given to any creature to express. The most perfect manner in 
which the Son of God honored His Mother likewise surpasses all 
understanding. The Holy Ghost, too, replenished her with an 











the ages to exercise thy rights as Mother. I will fulfil all thy wishes. 


abundance of love, goodness, sweetness and all graces, so that 
all the inhabitants of heaven were refreshed with the plentitude 
of her riches. The seraphic spirits, who from the first instant of 
their creation, burned with love, glowed still more through the 
love of the Virgin Mary. In like manner the cherubim, full of 
Divine wisdom, were illuminated by a new light. All the choirs 
and ranks of angels and saints received greater light, new joys, 
and an increase of merit through the glory of their Queen. 
Moreover, the Blessed Trinity penetrated her with the ful- 
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ness of Divinity, so that she was wholly absorbed in God, and all 
that she did seemed to be done by God in her and through her. 

The Queen of Angels stood at the right of her Son, clothed 
with sparkling mirrors, in which the merits of all the saints were 
wonderfully reflected. And when the saints approached her 
throne with holy joy, and each one beheld his own merits, they 
hastened to glorify God with new praises and songs of jubila- 
tion. Though the patriarchs and prophets beheld their longing 
for the Redeemer; and the apostles the virtues and sweet 
familiarity they enjoyed with their God and Savior, they still 
found that Mary surpassed them in every way. She was more 
firmly established in virtue than they, more zealous for the glory 
of the Most High, and dearer to God. 

Thus each rank or order of saints that approached and saw 
their merits in Mary, were filled with joy that Mary was so far 
above them. Among the apostles she was found to be the*most 
loyal, and as the one who had kept the Master’s words most 
faithfully; among ‘the martyrs she was the most patient and 
steadfast; among the confessors, the most enlightened, yes, even 
enlightening them by her word and example; among the virgins, 
she was not only the most chaste and holy, but the rarest spouse 
in the virginal and consecrated life. She was found the best 
among the good, the most merciful among the merciful, the most 
humble among the humble, the most perfect among the perfect: 
hence, it was meet that her prerogatives should surpass those 
of all the saints. And the Virgin Mary spoke, saying: “Who- 
soever wishes to be exalted with highest honors above all, must 
humbly submit himself to all; whosoever wishes to become rich 
above all, must despoil himself entirely of his own will; and 
whosoever desires dignity and richest ornaments, must diligently 
practice every virtue.” 
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Greatness of the Blessed Virgin in Heaven 





=i] HE glory of the Mother of God surpasses incompar- 
v ably the greatness and splendor of all the angels and 
saints. We, on earth, cannot comprehend this glory 
but may gain a faint idea from the writings and 
revelations of various saints. St. Brigid of Sweden relates that, 
in the forty-eighth year after the birth of Christ, the sixty-third 
year of our Blessed Lady’s life, an angel, was sent to the Blessed 
Virgin, who in the name of Jesus, addressed her in these’ words: 

“The time is approaching to take thee, My Mother, to My- 
self. As thou, full of grace, hast rejoiced the earth and all its 
inhabitants, so come now to enrapture the heavens. Bring joy 
to the mansions of My Father; console the hearts of My elect. 
Come with joy! Leave the earth with its transient glory and 
dwell in the everlasting mansions of heaven. Just as I, who 
was not of the world, descended to the earth to enlighten all 
men, so must thou be a refuge and consoler of all men. Come, 
My Mother, to the everlasting joys, to eternal peace, to incon- 
ceivable glory; yes, even to Me, thy Son, the Creator of the 
whole world. I am eternal life. Where I am, thou, My Mother, 
shalt be, never again to be separated from Me. Death shall not 
overshadow thee, for thou hast given back the Light of the 
world. 

“Rejoice, My Mother, and dwell with Him who was born 
of thee. I shall choose thee as a bulwark for the whole world, 
as an ark of the blessed, as a harbor for the oppressed, as a 
support of the weak, as a ladder to heaven and as a mediator for 
sinners. After thou art with Me I shall magnify thy name. 
Forsake this earthly Jerusalem and come to the heavenly. Enter 
into the joys of thy Son!” 

“After this address of the angel,” the Blessed Virgin re- 
vealed to St. Brigid, “I prepared myself for my departure and 
visited once more the holy places where my Son had suffered. 
I then contemplated with the greatest admiration the immensity 
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of Divine Love and the many graces bestowed upon me. At 
sight thereof my soul became so enamored with joy and bliss 
that it could no longer contain itself and left the body. How the 
Eternal Father, my Only-begotten Son, the Divine Spirit and the 
whole heavenly court then honored me thou canst not conceive 
in this life.” 

Joys of the Blessed Virgin in Heaven 

No mortal will ever be able to describe the glory of the 
Blessed Virgin. She is incomparably great as we learn from 
her revelation to St. Thomas of Canterbury. This saint was 
accustomed to meditate on her seven joys on earth. The holy 
Mother of God revealed to him her seven joys in heaven, and 
requested him to honor them also, promising that his soul would 
draw great profit from this devout practice especially at the hour 
of death. The seven joys of the Blessed Virgin in heaven are:— 

1. After the Holy Trinity the Blessed Virgin enjoys the 
greatest happiness in heaven. 

2. She far surpasses all angels and men in the splendor of 
her virginity. 

3. The great luster of her glory illuminates the heavens 
even as the sun lights the whole earth. 

4. The inhabitants of heaven honor her as the Mother of 
God and as their Queen. 

5. She has received from her Divine Son the power to 
obtain from Him all that she asks. 

6. All who serve her faithfully will obtain a high degree 
of glory in heaven. 

7. Her honor and glory will never diminish but through- 
out eternity will be constantly augmented. 

After contemplating these great prerogatives of the Blessed 
Virgin, must we not feel drawn to rejoice that Jesus Christ has 
made His Mother so great, so beautiful and so glorious? Let 
us beg her with childlike love and humility not to forsake us 
her poor children, but to help us to attain the happiness of heav- 
en where we may love and praise her Divine Son for all eternity. 
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On No Day Fail to Honor the Blessed Virgin 





J oo a youth, the servant of God, Thomas a Kempis, 
was accustomed to recite certain prayers in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin every day. By and by it hap- 
pened that he sometimes forgot them, later he 
omitted them for weeks at a time and finally neglected to say 
them entirely. One night the Blessed Virgin appeared to him in 
adream. He saw her with an amiable countenance, robed in a 
shining garment, descend from heaven and approach his pious 
comrades who had assembled to hear the word of God. She 
lovingly embraced each one in turn, and as they listened atten- 
tively to the spiritual admonitions, she seemed to infuse graces 
into their souls in order that the merits of the Blood of her Di- 
vine Son would not be lost on them. 

The youthful Thomas became enraptured with joy and ad- 
miration at the heavenly vision, and entertained the hope that 
she would also come to him and treat him in like manner. When 
the Holy Virgin finally drew nearer she turned to him with a 
stern look and said: “In vain dost thou long to receive from me 
the kiss of holy love, because with lamentable tepidity, thou hast 
neglected to perform thy customary devotions in my honor. 
Where are thy devout prayers? What has become of the usual 
aspirations accompanied with devout sighs which thou didst 
daily send up to me? Has not thy love grown cold, thy zeal died 
out and thy devotion been extinguished? And now, as if these 
were no faults, thou dost stand with a fearless mien and expect 
favors of me, on the contrary, thou deservest punishment.” 

Thereupon the Queen of heaven full of indignation turned 
her countenance away from him and said: “Depart from me for 
thou hast made thyself unworthy of my favors in neglecting so 
easy a devotion in my honor.” — After this well-merited re- 
proof the Blessed Virgin left the bewildered youth and returned 
to heaven. Thomas awoke, examined his conscience, acknowl- 
edged his faults and firmly resolved to do better in the future. 
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He took up his devout practice with so much fervor and perse- 
verance that he did not omit it even for one day till the end of 
his life. When relating this incident he always added the fol- 
lowing words: “O blessed reproof, which gave me the light to 
see the error, tightened the slackened reins of love and removed 
the stains of negligence!” 


Necessity of Holy Communion 
By Alban Stolz. Continued 





=" HE Apostle Paul writes in his epistle to the Romans: 
“As by the disobedience of one man (Adam), many 
were made sinners: so also by the obedience of one 
(Jesus Christ), many shall be made just” (v. 19). 
The sin and the death of Adam would not concern 
us if, originally, another couple besides Adam and Eve had been 
created. But because we all descend from Adam, we have be- 
come one with him as the last twig and the topmost leaf of a tree 
are united to the root lying deepest in the earth. As a conse- 
quence, Adam's sin and his death have passed over into us. If, on 
the other hand, the obedience, the redeeming death and the pow- 
er of the resurrection to a happy life are to pass over from Jesus 
Christ into us, and destroy sin and eternal death, then we must, 
both body and soul, pass over, as it were, into Jesus Christ, and 
become related to Him by blood, even as we are related to 
Adam by blood. 

It is true, Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, but we 
are no more descendants of Mary than were our forefathers; 
therefore we are not related to Jesus and Mary by birth as we are 
to Adam; there is no blood relationship between us and Jesus 
and Mary, as there is between us and Adam. Neither does Faith 
alone suffice to unite us personally and fully to Jesus... for we 
are not only spirit, but also body. The God-Man, Jesus Christ, is 
likewise not only spirit but also body. Without His Body He 
could not have accomplished the great work of Redemption. For 
this very reason we must take a true and actual part in this same 
Body. 


The means of attaining to this living union and intimate, in- 
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trinsic relationship with Christ, He Himself has declared: “He 
that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, abideth in Me and 
lin him. As the~Living Father hath sent Me and | live by the 
Father: so he that eateth Me, the same also shall live by Me” 
(John vi. 57, 58). Hence it must be as the Catholic Church has 
ever taught: the same Jesus Christ who offered Himself on the 
Cross and rose from the dead, is present in the Blessed Sacrament 
in a mysterious manner with His Flesh and Blood, His Body and 
Soul, His Humanity and Divinity. 


——— 


The Golden Key of Heaven 





HE renowned Cardinal Franzelin was accustomed to 
say, “If I were a preacher, | would preach nothing 
more forcibly, and recommend nothing more impres- 
sively than making acts of perfect contrition."’ Per- 
fect contrition consists, not merely in being sorry for 

our sins from fear. of punishment or with a view of reward, but 

because we have offended our most loving Father and greatest 

Benefactor. Such contrition is likewise called “‘contrition of 

love," because it proceeds from the love of God. And why is 

this perfect contrition so commendable? Because, if it really 





comes from the heart, it instantly cancels all our sins, and all or at 
least, a part of our punishment, and this — note it well — even 
without confession. It is required, however, that we have the pur- 
pose to confess any mortal sins, if we are guilty of such, in our 
next confession, and one would not be allowed to receive Holy 
Communion before having confessed the mortal sins. 

This shows clearly the importance of perfect contrition. As 
there is no greater misfortune than mortal sin, so there is no great- 
er happiness than the state of grace. By an act of perfect con- 
trition we can immediately rid ourselves of mortal sin, and regain 
sanctifying grace. Hence, there is no more useful spiritual exer- 
cise than the practice of making an act of perfect contrition after 
each deliberate sin, be it great or small. {n this manner we can 
keep our hearts pure, and death will not easily surprise us in the 
state of sin. At least, every evening before retiring, we should 
awaken perfect contrition, for we do not know whether we shall 
live to see the morning. 
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“Be prepared!"’ warns our Blessed Savior. If we or others 
-are in danger of death and have no opportunity to go to confes- 
sion, perfect contrition is the best, if not the only means of pre- 
paring for a happy death. Anyone who dies after having made 
an act of perfect contrition is sure of heaven. 

Perfect contrition is truly called a golden key of heaven. 
Let us carry it with us always. 





Magnificence of the Love of God and Efficacy of 
Perfect Contrition 


Motives of love — how to make acts of love — salutary effects of 
this practice — what the saints say regarding it. Motives for perfect 
contrition — its marvelous efficacy —considerations to incite true 
sorrow. The above headings give some idea of the contents of a very 
interesting booklet, of which — 


A Jesuit Father from Baltimore writes: ‘Only recently I read 
your booklet ‘Magnificence . . .’ and it proved a source of great consola- 
tion to think that you are striving to open heaven with this ‘Golden 
Key.’ Our late Cardinal endeavored to spread this same devotion.” 

Anun: “This little book is wonderful; every word is worth gold.” 

A priest: “Lately I read the most excellent booklet ‘Magnifi- 
cence...’ Send me price of a hundred copies of this gem.”’ 

Price per copy 6 cts.; reduction for quantities 








In ordering booklets please do not send orders for less than 
25 cents, so as to enable us to keep to the 10 ct. and 6 ct. prices 
which, because of the high cost of production we find it difficult 
to maintain, as the time and material required for packing are 
practically the same for one as for several booklets. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


oH —— 


Sister Mary Martha Chambon and Devotion 
to the Holy Wounds of Jesus 


Continued 





N the house of God,” said our Divine Savior, “‘one 
must live in union with My Sacred Wounds. The 
holy vows have their origin in My Wounds."" Ona 
certain occasion when Sister Mary Martha was pray- 
ing the stations, having come to the tenth station, our 
Lord made His spouse understand the value and merit He im- 
parted to the vow of poverty by His being stripped. He asked her 
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to offer the Sacred Wounds for those amongst His spouses who 
require more detachment, so that they would cover His nakedness 
by a more exact observance of the vow of poverty. 

When she came to the eleventh station, the Crucifixion, 
Jesus told her that, being vowed to Him, religious should be 
nailed to the Cross. ‘“Thou shouldst allow thyself to be ruled by 
thy Superior in the same way as | stretched out My arms and 
allowed Myself to be fastened to the Cross.'’ Then Jesus begged 
her to pray for those who, by failing in obedience, wished to be 
taken down from the Cross. “Daughter,” He said another time, 
“look at My crown and thou wilt see mortification; look at My 
outstretched arms and thou wilt learn obedience; thou wilt under- 
stand poverty when thou seest Me naked on the Cross; thou wilt 
see purity in Him who is all pure, and who loves thee as a spouse. 

“Daughter, look at My crown; | did not complain that it 
made Me suffer too much, but accepted it from My Father for thy 
sake. Look at My hands! I did not say, ‘I will not extend them; 
the suffering is too great!’ And it was the same in regard to My 
feet." 

Another time He appeared to her on the Cross, exhausted 
and emaciated, and said, “Behold, My child, what those must 
undergo whom I have chosen for My own, and who wish to attain 
to greater glory in heaven... My Mother passed along this way 
of the Cross. It is a rugged one for those who pursue it by neces- 
sity, and without love, but a sweet and consoling path to those 
souls who carry their Cross with generosity."" Jesus again said: 
“Daughter, thou must love the Crucifix very much, and crucify 
thyself in order to love Jesus, so that thou mayest die with Him, 
and be raised to life with Him. I am now renewing the graces 
of My Passion. I leave it to thee to spread the benefit of it over 
the whole world.” 

These and similar revelations moved Sister Martha to the 
inmost depths of her soul, and she allowed herself to be wholly 
penetrated by them. So intense was her love for the Holy 
Wounds that she seemed to be consumed by it. Her most ardent 
desire was to excite throughout the universe the sentiments of 
love and gratitude to which they should give rise, and she was 
ready to give her life to promote this devotion. She wished to 
see it loved passionately and without limit. 

Sometime later, Jesus inquired of her: ‘‘Daughter, wouldst 
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thou wish to be crucified with Me, or wouldst thou wish to be 
glorified?’ “‘O my dear Jesus,” replied the Sister, ‘‘] wish to be 
crucified. I long to suffer for Thee in the same way Thou hast 
suffered for me.” 

“Thou shalt suffer for Me in the same way that I| have suf- 
fered for thee, by performing all thy actions with the object of 
pleasing Me, and in refusing no sacrifice that I ask of thee."” When 
Sister Mary Martha was told this, she was seized with a sudden 
apprehension, and began to reflect on her numberless defects 
which she considered as so many obstacles to God's graces. 

“Thy defects,” said her kind Master, “will appear on the 
day of judgment; however, for thy glory and Mine. I accept all 
thy actions, and thy sufferings for sinners and the souls in purga- 
tory, but thou must remain closely united to My Heart and My 
Wounds constituting but one with Me. Thou must never depart 
from My Heart, otherwise I could no longer impart Myself to 
thee. To be continued 


occ P aces 


The Little Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament 


Gustave Maria Bruni 
Continued 





Trl USTAVE grew up surrounded by the tenderest af- 
(eee) fection. The more charmingly the exterior appear- 
ance of the child unfolded, the greater became the 
bliss of his parents who could not tire gazing at 
their beloved child. On account of the heavenly smile that ever 
played about his lips, they felt themselves irresistibly drawn 
toward him. Involuntarily they regarded him with respect as 
one would a sacred apparition, and kissed him with reverence. 
By his fond caresses and pleasant smile, the little seraph took 
all the bitterness out of the sufferings of his sorely tried parents, 
and thus supported them amid the afflictions of their life. For 
them, he was a messenger of joy, courage and strength. Even 
at that tender age, he exercised a mysterious influence over their 





203) 


hearts. 





| 
| 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 113 


The joy of the parents rose to indescribable heights when 
Gustave attempted to take his first steps and lisp his first baby 
words. Yes, how must the hearts of his parents have rejoiced 
at the sight of their child who made on Madam Cervini-Massaza 
so deep an impression, that she says: — 

“An unchangeable meekness overspread his countenance. 
This gave to his features a special attractiveness. His voice 
sounded like heavenly music. In him one saw and felt the 
purity of angels.” 


Blessing and Prophecy 


Only too often our joys in this world are saddened by 
griefs and tears. It is not surprising, then, that at this time, 
Gustave Maria’s family also passed many sad days. Madam 
Bruni was an enthusiastic Salesian co-worker, and a frequent 
visitor at the beloved “Mary-Help Church” of Turin-Valdocco. 
The Salesian Society had been founded in 1855 by the Ven. Don 
Bosco. Its purpose is to provide for the instruction and care of 
poor boys, and to undertake missions in heathen countries. In 
1876, Don Bosco established the Salesian co-workers who by 
their prayers and alms help to support the Salesian Congrega- 
tion. The motherhouse of the Salesians, together with their 
famous church, is situated at Valdocco in Turin. The church 
and convent’are dedicated to Mary, Help of Christians, and bear 
the name “Mary Help.” 

Madame Bruni knew that Don Rua, the successor of Don 
Bosco, was a saintly man, therefore she desired the special bless- 
ing of this priest for her boy. The blessing of God’s devout 
servants, bears with it a salutary effect. 

This venerable priest, who could read in human counte- 
nances their most hidden secrets, studied Gustave with evident 
pleasure, who smilingly turned his thin little face towards him 
with calm satisfaction. Don Rua placed his hand on the head of 
the little one and blessed him from the inmost of his soul. He 
then predicted that the boy would belong entirely to “Mary 
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Help” some day. With these words the saintly priest meant to 
say that Gustave would ever be on intimate terms with the Sale- 
sians of the convent of “Mary Help.” 

From this time on Gustave felt a certain affection for Don 
Rua, whom in after years he called his “holy friend.” The love 
for this priest and for the Society of the Salesians grew in the 
boy with his years and caused the desire to labor as a priest in 
this Congregation, to ripen in his heart. 


Gustave’s Greatest Joy 


Already at the end of his second year Gustave showed an 
understanding of objects surrounding him and also of the teach- 
ings imparted to him at home. He loved prayers to the Blessed 
Virgin and especially the rosary; they remained his favorite 
prayers till the last breath of his life. 

Even the first words and actions of Gustave revealed the 
love of God with which his soul, penetrated by faith, was filled. 
“Jesus, good Jesus!” were the first words his lips uttered. At 
the same time he folded his little hands devoutly and raised 
them towards a picture of the Savior and His Blessed Mother. 

The greatest joy Gustave experienced, however, was in 
being permitted to accompany his mother to Holy Mass in the 
morning. There in a devout posture, he looked wonderingly at 
the altar and followed the holy ceremonies. 

His mother testifies that Gustave possessed, even at this 
tender age, a surprisingly clear understanding of the Sacrament 
of Love. She would sometimes ask him: “Gustave, tell me, 
where is Jesus?” 

“Here in my heart and in the church in the Tabernacle,” 
he would answer promptly. 

“How can Jesus be present in so small a Host?” 

“Because He is God, because He is good and because He 
is almighty,” was the reply. 

During the summer when Gustave was three years and four 
months old, he was taken by the Providence of God, to the valley 
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of Chisone in the vicinity of Perosa, Argentina. There the 
Sisters of “Mary Help” (the female branch of the Salesian 
Society) conducted a home for girls working in the cotton 
factories. ; 

The healthy climate benefited the child very much. But 
here, too, he was happy only when he was taken to the little St. 
Joseph’s church, or when he was allowed to stay in the convent 
with the Sisters where the Blessed Sacrament was kept in their 
quiet little chapel. There he would spend the day in the blessed 
consciousness that Jesus was near. His love for the Blessed 
Sacrament was universally admired. 

To this period belongs the touching incident related by 
Madame Cervini-Massaza: “One morning the mother took her 
little angel child to the quiet, peaceful church. Gustave leaned 
against the bench as usual, watched the altar and recited the 
prayers he knew from memory. At the Communion of the Mass 
the mother walked to the railing believing that the little one was 
remaining quietly in his place. But Gustave was eagerly fol- 
lowing his mother, deeply recollected and with tears in his eyes. 
‘Mama, I too, want to receive Jesus,’ he said. But the pleadings 
of the little one could not be satisfied. 

“His mother, however, immediately after she had received 
Holy Communion, gave him the ‘kiss of Jesus’ filling the heart 
of her little son with holy joy.” 

Although Gustave displayed all the characteristic qualities 
of other children, such as gaiety, love for play and a care-free 
mind, yet in things pertaining to religion and to the service of 
God, he showed unusual earnestness and an edifying deport- 
ment. All of his own accord, he accompanied his mother in her 
visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament and made it a practice to 
begin his prayers with a spiritual Communion. To be continued 


For Sale — Good 6-room house, 1% stories, electric light, good 
water, lot 75 x 150 ft. Located in a German Catholic community near 
Wichita, Kan. Price, $1500. 

Address “Q’ care of Tabernacle and Purgatory, Clyde, Missouri 
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Happiness of the Sister of Perpetual Adoration 





Vocation 


—=— OUTHFUL soul, standing at the parting of the ways, 
picture to yourself the Gospel scene of long ago. 
A young man comes and asks our Savior: “Good 
Master, what must I do that I may have life ever- 
lasting?” “Keep the commandments,” Jesus answers. “These 
have I kept from my youth” (Matt. xix. 16-21), responds the 
young man. 

Then “Jesus looking on him, loved him,” and said, “sell 
whatsoever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come, follow Me” (Mark x. 21). — 
Wonderful words! — “Jesus looking on him, loved him!” — 
Ah, today also Jesus looks on many a soul with love; today also 
the Master whispers to many a heart: “Come, follow Me”! 
But, alas, like the young man in the Gospel, how many turn 
away “sad”! The love of pleasure is preferred to the love of 
the Heavenly Spouse; the distractions of the world drown the 
sweet voice of the Master. Only in later years when the cup of 
pleasure is dashed from their lips do these deluded souls realize 
the happiness they have forfeited by not following the attraction 
to that blessed religious state to which our Lord promised a 
hundredfold in this life and eternal happiness in the world to 
come. 

Happy the soul who courageously follows the inspiration 
of grace to leave all, who consecrates herself generously to God 
in the religious life. That look of love which the Divine Savior 
cast upon her soul when He gave her the attraction to dedicate 
herself to His service, will follow her through life. That love 
will brighten her days in the service of the Master, and that 
same Divine love will give her a welcome into heaven. 


Call to the Religious Life 
My daughter, when I speak of “call,” I do not thereby 
mean to imply that you must hear a distinct voice from heaven 
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calling you to the religious life. No; God uses various means 
to bring about the first movement of the soul with regard to its 
vocation. He makes use of many channels to carry His graces 
to His chosen ones. With one it is a sermon, with another it is 
the pages of a book or the words of the Gospel; with a third it 
is the consciousness of the good accomplished by religious de- 
voting themselves to charity; with a fourth, it is the sight of 
adorers kneeling in the sanctuary in adoration of our Eucha- 
ristic Lord. 

Happy, thrice happy are you, my daughter, if you are 
called to be a spouse of the Tabernacle, a perpetual adorer. 
Many are the advantages you will enjoy in life; precious are the 
graces you will receive in death; great is the glory with which 
you will once be crowned in eternity. 

May Jesus in the Tabernacle gather round His altar throne 
a host of virginal adorers; souls with deep religious sentiments, 
contemners of the world and its foolish vanities; souls capable 
of practicing solid virtue. May Jesu Hostia attract countless 
souls to the Holy Eucharist souls who, in the joy of their hearts, 
may sing the canticle of praise in His earthly courts in prepara- 
tion for the eternal Sanctus of heaven. 

The Divine services carried out with so much solemnity by 
the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, 
Missouri, and the rendering of the singing in choral, has been an 
object of edification to many. As a result, a number of prel- 
ates have desired such a community established in their dio- 
ceses. Our prelates realize the value of intercessory prayer to 
draw down God’s blessing on themselves, their clergy and the 
faithful. They see in a Convent of Perpetual Adoration a source 
of many blessings, and a constant edification to the faithful. 

That these new foundations may be realized, good voca- 
tions are desired. Oh, what a privilege for us frail human 
beings! — The God of heaven in the Sacred Host is, we might 
say, in our power. The Eucharistic King of Love looks to us to 
procure for Him worship, praise and adoration. 
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One of our greatest regrets on our deathbed will be: “Alas! 
I have not realized the truth — God with us in the Holy Eucha- 
rist!”” — On the other hand, one of the deepest consolations for 
a devout soul on departing this life will be: “I have loved and 
served my hidden God in the Sacred Host. I have been united 
with Him through the Holy Eucharist; now I trust in His mercy 
to show me unveiled His Divine beauty.” 


Praised be the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 


—o00-— 


The Parents of the “Little Flower” 


Continued 





= ARENTS receive their children from God solely that 
bo ay { they may bring them up for Him and for heaven, for 
ie the children belong to God and He will one day re- 
¥en quire them from the hands of the parents. This was 
well understood by Monsieur and Madame Martin. 
They knew from experience that those who keep heaven in view 
as their goal and walk in the path of virtue, are not only useful 
members of society but are always and everywhere worthy in- 
struments in promoting the greater honor of God. 

Purely supernatural motives guided these good parents in 
the training of their children. In later years Madame Martin 
often remarked in regard to the hopes they had entertained for 
their children: “Four of my children are already well established 
in life (that is, in heaven), and the others will go likewise to that 
heavenly kingdom — enriched with greater merits because of 
their prolonged combat." 

They considered their children as gifts of Divine Love and 
therefore guarded them as the apple of their eye. All possible 
care-was bestowed on them, and they guided them firmly and 
safely on the path of virtue. Not harshness and undue severity, 
but love and again love do we find as the key to their training. 
However, punishment was not withheld when they found it ex- 


pedient. 
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It is not necessary to make use of angry words or perhaps 
the rod in training children who, from the very first days of their 
life, possess the well-ordered love and affection of their parents 
and are conscious of the same. Lesser faults of such children may 
be corrected by an apparent coldness on the part of the parents 
which good children will feel keenly. For greater faults, a stern 
reproof telling them how they offend God or the imposition of a 
small yet cutting penance, will, in most cases suffice. — Oh, that 
all parents would act in this manner! 

St. Teresa of the Child Jesus relates in her autobiography, 
that her father who loved her most tenderly, knew how to punish 
her at the proper time. ‘I remember,”’ she writes, “‘one day 
while I was swinging, he called out as he passed: ‘Come and give 
me a kiss, little Queen.’ Contrary to my usual custom, I did not 
stir, but answered pertly: “You must come for it, Papa.’ He re- 
fused, quite rightly, and went away. Marie was there and scolded 
me, saying: ‘How naughty to answer Papa like that!" Her reproof 
took effect; 1 got off the swing at once, and the whole house re- 
sounded with my cries. I hurried upstairs to find Papa, and make 
my peace with him. I need not tell you that this was soon done.” 


A Mother, Firm yet Loving 


It was the custom of Madame Martin to imprint a goodnight 
kiss on the forehead of each of her children when taking them to 
bed. However, if one or the other had forgotten herself and 
committed a fault, she was passed by, and no amount of pouting 
or pleading could make the mother relent. This punishment 
which seemed merciless to the children was, nevertheless, persist- 
ently carried out by the firm, yet loving mother. 

She herself tells in a letter how she punished little Teresa 
in this way: “One morning before going downstairs I wanted to 
kiss Teresa. She seemed to be fast asleep, and I did not like to 
wake her, but Marie said: ‘Mama, I am sure she is only pretend- 
ing. So I bent down to kiss her forehead, and immediately she 
hid herself under the covers, saying in the tone of a spoilt child: 
‘I don’t want anyone to look at me.’ I was not pleased with her, 
and told her so. A minute or two afterwards, | heard her crying, 
and was surprised to see her by my side. She had gotten out of 
her cot by herself, and had come downstairs with bare feet, 
stumbling over her long nightdress. Her little face was wet with 
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tears: ‘Mama,’ she said, throwing herself on my knee, ‘I am sorry 
for being naughty — forgive me!"" Pardon was quickly granted; 
1 took the little angel in my arms and pressed her to my heart, 
smothering her with kisses.” 

What a good example in the training of children can accom- 
plish, we learn from a letter written by Madame Martin in the 
year 1876: “Even Teresa (then three years old) is anxious to 
make sacrifices. Marie has given her little sisters a string of beads 
on purpose to count their acts of self-denial. It is amusing to see 
Teresa put her hand in her pocket, time after time, to pull a bead 
along the string, whenever she makes a little sacrifice.” 

From the same letter we perceive that the little girls were 
also well instructed in spiritual things and delighted to speak 
about them, as they were accustomed to hear it daily from their 
parents. Her mother writes further: ‘““They have really spiritual, 
but very amusing, conversations. Celine said the other day: ‘How 
can God be in such a tiny Host?’ Teresa answered: “That is not 
strange, because God is almighty.” ‘And what does almighty 
mean? ‘It means that He can do whatever He likes.’ ”’ 


Lessons from an Exemplary Father 


Monsieur Martin frequently took his children out for a walk, 
and invariably made use of these occasions to teach his daughters 
new lessons. He knew how to answer their questions in a practi- 
cal and interesting way. Let us listen to what is recorded of one 
of these walks: “Papa, what do you tell our Lord when you visit 
Him in His church?"’ ‘Papa, whom did you greet before; | did 
not see anyone?" In this way little Teresa put one question after 
another whenever they went out for a walk, and the good father 
told his daughter all that he had to say to our dear Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He explained to her that out of reverence for 
our Savior present in the Blessed Sacrament he raised his hat 
when passing a church, that he did the same when passing a Cru- 
cifix or when meeting a priest. The good child admired the con- 
duct of her dear father and looked up to him with lawful pride. 

After a short pause she would put another question: ‘‘Papa, 
why did you tell Marie to pay immediately for all that she had 
bought ?"’ — “Because it is an injustice to buy anything or to have 
anything made without troubling oneself about paying for it. 
Listen to a true but sad story: A poor widow with four children, 
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the youngest scarcely two years old, worked day and night as 
seamstress, in order to earn enough money to support her little 
family. But the wealthy ladies were slow to pay, some not pay- 
ing at all. She would go to their houses and ask for the money— 
once, twice and even three times, but was put off from day to 
day. As she herself was a conscientious woman and paid all 
whom she owed immediately, the time came when she did not 
have money to buy bread for her children and had to send them 
to bed supperless. The need became greater from day to day, 
and the mother having exhausted her strength fell ill and died, 
leaving the orphans in greatest misery. . .” 

While her father related this incident, Teresa lowered her 
head; weeping, she said: “Papa, what must one do that such 
things will happen no more?’’ — “One need only to remember 
the words of Tobias to his son: ‘If any man hath done any work 
for thee, immediately pay him his hire, and let not the wages of 
thy hired servant stay with thee at all’ "’ (Tob. iv. 15). 

These parents considered their good example an infallible 
means of training their children to become good and virtuous. 
The saints were placed before them as models for imitation, they 
were taught to read edifying and religious books, and were reg- 
ularly taken to Holy Mass and instructions. None other than 
religious books were to be found in the Martin home, only virtu- 
ous persons associated with their children, and the parents took 
care that they always had good and well-bred playmates. They 
were very solicitous that no poison which could destroy their 
work of religious training should contaminate the souls of their 
children. They knew how to suppress the evil inclinations of 
their children and to instil into their minds a love for virtue. 
Sister Teresa acknowledged in her later years: ““With such a dis- 
position | feel sure that, had | been brought up by careless par- 
ents, I should have become very wicked, and perhaps have lost 
my soul... As I had great self-love and an innate love of good 
as well, it was enough to tell me once: “You must not do that,’ 
and | never wanted to do it again. Having only good example 
before my eyes, I naturally wished to follow it.” 

The children received a thorough education, especially in 
religion, as this was to be the mainstay and centre of their life. 
In the same way, the individual qualities of each of the children 
were cultivated and their talents developed. They received spe- 
cial instruction in the art of drawing and painting. All, in turn, 
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were sent to an academy for a number of years where, under the 
guidance of the good sisters, they were taught, besides the usual 
branches of knowledge, all the sciences necessary for young girls. 

All the spare moments of these exemplary parents were de- 
voted to their children. While their mother instructed her dear 
ones in reading and writing, their father was near to observe the 
efforts of his wife and the attention of the children. In order to 
encourage them, he distributed prizes at the end of each school 
year. Those who had obtained the best reports during the year 


were then justly given the preference. 
To be continued 


~~ 


For Your Daughter 





Rane 


Realizing the dangers to which their daughters are exposed 
in attending day-schools, many parents are most anxious to place 
their daughters in a select Convent boarding school for their 
education. In such an institution, they are safeguarded from 
harmful influences, receive a solid religious training and a 
thorough knowledge of the sciences. 

St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
most noble and elevating. 

The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music, and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 





The Little Secret 





@] IT was Sunday, missionary's day in our little town. A 
missionary, who has spent several years in Africa, 
delivered a sermon that morning in the church. In 
the afternoon he spoke again to an assembly of all 
the people. Among other things he told an interest- 
ing story about his little black altar boy. 

This lad was a genuine child of the wilderness, and had even 
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eaten human flesh in his earlier years, as the cannibals are ac- 
customed to do. He knew of nothing but hunting, running and 
boisterous play. One day he came to the mission station where 
for the first time he heard something about God. He was then 
ten years of age. The beautiful things that were said about the 
good God of the Christians pleased the little savage, and when he 
saw that all the other negro children looked very happy, he, too, 
wanted to become a Christian and be baptized. 

But that couldn't be done all at once. When such a negro 
lad wants to be transformed from a little heathen into a child of 
God, he must first study his catechism for a few years and steadily 
improve on his rude character, so that he may become more gen- 
tle. That was hard work for the chap. He had grown up reck- 
less, and now, all of a sudden he should be good. However, the 
little fellow had a strong will. But he fought bravely to subdue 
his heathen instincts. Frequently he went alone to the little mis- 
sion church and prayed that Jesus would make him better from 
day to day. In this way, the former cannibal became a pure child 
of God. 

Once baptized, the little negro boy, now called “‘Paul,”” soon 
became a model for all the other little negroes of the mission. He 
carried out every command and every wish of the priest. He was 
ready to help all; help them at their work, at their lessons, and 
share his things with others to give them pleasure. It was his 
greatest delight to serve the priest at the altar and to receive Holy 
Communion as often as possible. . . 

The good missionary closed his discourse by relating the 
marvelous things which the grace of God had effected in this poor 
child of the wilderness, his little black altar boy. 

Nora and her parents, too, were at the conference. The 
little one had been unusually quiet, and she accompanied her par- 
ents home silent and thoughtful. The next morning she rose a 
little earlier and went to Holy Mass. On returning she went to her 
room and looked through all her belongings. “Mother, please 
may I give some of my things to the missionary for the poor 
heathen children?” pleaded Nora with her mother. The mother 
looked surprised, for Nora was not always so generous. The 
pious mother was but too happy to give the desired permission, 
and she herself added many a piece — dresses, linen and two 
bright new dollars. Nora's face beamed with joy as she hastened 
to the rectory with her big bundle. 
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Little Nora in Tears 


The good missionary gratefully placed his hand on her head 
and smoothed back the golden locks, while he looked deep into 
Nora's blue eyes, which were questioningly raised to his. He saw 
that the little girl had still something at heart. “Little one, is 
there something | can do for you?” he asked in a fatherly tone. 
Nora, at other times anything but bashful, had only two big tears 
in her eyes for an answer. When the priest repeated his question 
and encouraged her to speak, the little one’s agitated soul gave 
vent in an outburst of tears. The priest, who had guided so many 
children’s souls and penetrated their inmost secrets, surmised that 
something unusual was taking place in her soul. He let Nora 
have her cry, and not until she had become calm did he encour- 
age her anew to tell him what was troubling her heart. 

“Your Reverence —, I would like to know’ — Nora 
halted. — 

“Well, what would you like to know? just say it, my good 
child.” 

“Oh, I would like to know, — how your little black altar 
boy set about it, that, from a savage he so quickly became a good 
and pious boy?” 

“Oh, it didn't go just so quickly,”’ said the missionary. Don't 
you remember, it took him two years. — And why would you 
know this?"’ he continued. 

Nora looked down whilst a hard struggle took place in her 
heart. Finally, with a trustful look in her eyes, she said firmly and 
candidly: — 

“Rev. Father, because I myself am a little savage. Mother 
has often cried because I don’t get better, although I have been 
going to Holy Communion for two years. But now I really want 
to become better. Yes, I will, I must become better.” 


An Easy Way 


Again, burning tears rolled down her cheeks. The mission- 
ary took Nora by the hand and led her to a corner in the room, 
where on a little table there was a statue of the Sacred Heart. 
There he revealed to her a secret, a dear, little secret, which he 
assured her would make it easy for her to become good. He told 
her how he taught little black Paul to keep one certain thought 
about the Sacred Heart of Jesus fixed in his mind. ‘‘In future, 
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whenever anything seems hard,” he said, — “‘remember this one 
thought, and you will be able to overcome yourself. For instance, 
you may choose the thought: ‘My Jesus, I love Thee;’ or ‘All for 
Thee, O Heart of Jesus;’ or ‘Jesus, remain in my soul;’ or what- 
ever else may come to your mind and help you to bring little sac- 
rifices for God. ‘Jesus, I wish to give Thee pleasure,’ is also a 
beautiful thought, and it is just this one, little Paul chose for him- 
self. He said it every morning on awaking, then often during the 
day, and again in the evening before going to sleep. This 
thought, ‘Jesus I wish to give Thee pleasure,’ inspired him with 
great zeal to be always good, so that he would actually do what 
he was telling the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

With beaming eyes Nora listened to the good priest. Finally 
she said: “Rev. Father, I will do as little Paul did, then I, too, 
will be able to be good. Often, very often, | will think and say: 
‘All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus!’ I like that. Mother has often 
told me that our whole family is consecrated to the Sacred Heart, 
and we say our morning and evening prayers before a picture of 
the Sacred Heart. Then | will always remember my little secret, 
‘All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus!’ 

*“Good! Hold firmly to your resolution and all will be well; 
also remember the poor, little heathen children,’ answered the 
pious missionary. Little Nora knelt before the statue of the Sa- 
cred Heart to receive the priest's blessing, and after sincerely 
thanking the missionary, went home with a happy heart. 

To be continued 


— aH — 


In Honor of the “Little Flower’’ 





Rev. Father Lukas, Lituhi Mission, P. O. Manda, June 15, 1927. 

Today I set out on my journey to the much praised Benedictine 
Convent at Clyde, in company with St. Joseph and our holy Father St. 
Benedict. I halt at the door of your cell. Rev. Father, you will ask 
how it happens that I, a stranger, come from such a far off country. 
Please have patience and listen to me. 

I, too, am a Benedictine, a Benedictine Missionary Sister and am 
stationed in the Negro Missions of the interior of Africa. What urges 
me to write to you, Rev. Father, is our inexpressible poverty and dis- 
tress. It is impossible to describe the actual state of our situation, but 
I shall endeavor to give you a short account of the same. — A few 
months ago I wrote to my Sister, a Precious Blood Sister in America. 
I asked her if she could perhaps do something for us through their 
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convent. She gave the letter to the Ven. Mother of her convent who 
wrote me that I might write to you and ask for help, that it would, 
very likely, not be in vain; that you, Rev. Father, had helped many 
who were in distress. And thus I find my way to you. 

Our Mission Station was founded in 1913. Alas! during the war 
it was completely destroyed and should now be rebuilt. But we have 
no means whatever. We have a church, truly little deserving the name. 
It is a clay cottage with a straw roof, and harbors the Most Blessed 
Sacrament on a wretched Altar, also built of clay. Within the last few 
weeks three sides of our church have caved in. Consequently, we may 
see at any time all kinds of animals who seek shelter and shade there. 
Besides the altar and three confessionals, woven of sedges, there is 
nothing to be found in the church or sacristy, no chairs or other furni- 
ture nor decorations of any kind. The vestments in the sacristy are so 
mouse eaten that one’s heart bleeds at the sight of them. 

For three years a priest has been laboring here, now two others 
were permitted to share the work with him. We four Sisters were per- 
mitted to come here in September 1926. In what extreme need we 
found the Rev. Fathers, also Benedictines, beggars all description. 
The dwellings are in such a poor condition that it is an absolute ne- 
cessity to build. Church and dwellings are necessary. The climate is 
very unhealthy. Malaria would be the order of the day did we not 
take a small dose of quinine daily. But this in time undermines one’s 
health. All these are sacrifices for souls, for whom our dear Savior 
has suffered so much, and we are glad to bring them. Nevertheless I 
have resolved to beg, wherever I can in order to improve conditions. 
If I were not bound by holy obedience I would go out and beg from 
door to door. 

We have 7,000 Christians in a circuit of eight days’ travel on foot. 
Sometimes on high feast days they come here to the Station, but for 
many it is an impossibility. So the Rev. Fathers set out on foot from 
school to school to look up their sheep and to find new ones. They go 
far out into the wilderness, over sticks and stones, over hills and across 
streams, exposed to every kind of wind and weather. Often the Fathers 
are overtaken by a storm and rain so that they return home dripping 
wet. At night, too, they are often deprived of rest. I would gladly 
procure a traveling tent for them if I only had the means. All this is 
not easy. We are located on Lake Nyassa and a great part of the dis- 
tance has to be covered by water as the hills and rocky cliffs cannot 
be climbed. This voyage the Fathers have to make in a log boat as no 
other method of conveyance is available. I do not know Rev. Father 
if you can picture to yourself a clumsy boat of this kind (a log hol- 
lowed out) and the slow rate at which it travels. Often the Fathers 
are on the water eight days before they reach their destination; against 
the wind, longer time is required. It has happened on account of 
storms that a Father had to disembark suddenly, and remain in the 
wilderness for days without provisions or the sight of a human being. 
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The Protestants of the English High Church also have their field 
near the lake, but they have a steamboat and two motor-boats to ac- 
commodate them, because they have the means, while our poor Fathers 
follow them humbly in their shaky log-boat. How opportune and nec- 
essary would such a boat also be for us. Rev. Father it would surely 
not be asking too much, it would be such a great help. More rapid 
transportation would procure for many the grace of the last Sacraments. 
Ninety-seven per cent die yearly without the last Sacraments for want 
of means of communication. This is very sad and it grieves the heart 
of the missionaries. Certainly our universal and personal priva- 
vations are sources of grace and blessing from heaven and our dear 
Lord gives us many consolations and joys in compensation for the 
same. In spite of the efforts of the Protestants we have many more 
conversions. From Palm Sunday to Easter Monday 7,390 Holy Com- 
munions were distributed. We have 52 schools and 69 native teachers; 
but had to dismiss some of our teachers within the last few months 
because we had no money to pay them. This is hard for a missionary. 

Rev. Father, this is just a miniature picture of our situation. I 
prayed for you while I wrote this and the thought suddenly came to me 
that perhaps it was possible for you to knock at the hearts of chari- 
table persons for us. Rev. Father Lukas, I am sure you will take no 
offense at my pleadings. I have spoken in a child-like manner and I 
put firm trust and confidence in you... 

Sister M. Relindis, O.S.B. 


The above letter.comes from the interior of Africa. We did not 
have the courage to disregard it. Therefore we publish it. It gives us 
an insight into the sacrificial life of a missionary. How would it be, 
dear reader, if we would procure a motor-boat for these Benedictine 
Missionaries? It would encourage these severely tried missionaries and 
nuns. If an alms is sent to us for this purpose, state — “For the 
motor-boat.””. The name of the boat shall be the “Little Flower.” 

Address: — Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


* * * 


We here publish a letter from the Provincial of the Carmelite Fa- 
thers in Austria. From it one can discover how his fatherly heart suffers 
and is pressed down by cares and sorrows. Let us help these good 
Carmelite Fathers who live in great poverty and distress, by sending 
them Mass intentions. Let us perform this good work for love and in 
honor of the “‘Little Flower,’’ who surely is solicitous about her brother 
religious and who will repay all with a shower of roses, that is, with 
spiritual blessings and graces or with temporal gifts, and help in every 
need. 

Dear Rev. Father Lukas! Vienna, June 29, 1927. 

A newly elected Provincial with a heart full of care and sorrow 
turns to you for help. I beg you to read my letter patiently. 
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It is expected of me to build up our province which is actually 
nearing its dissolution on account of the unfavorable times. But how? 
If I had the means, something might be done. Permit me to relate a 
few things concerning our situation. (We are earnestly trying, I can 
Say it with a good conscience, to follow our rule faithfully, in order not 
to make ourselves unworthy of the blessing of God.) 

We have a number of elderly monks, who, when they die cannot 
be replaced. Recruits are wanting as a result of the war. During the 
war we could not receive new members into the Juvenate because we 
could not get them, and now the means for the maintenance of an 
appropriate Juvenate are lacking. We have no clerics because there 
were none to be advanced from the Juvenate. We have again received 
a few boys, it is true, but we have to send them to the public schools— 
where they are in danger of imbibing the spirit of this age of socialism 
and of the free-thinkers; many lose their vocation in these schools. If 
we could instruct them at home it would be different; but then we 
would need several professors, who would have to be paid and for this 
again means are wanting. ; 

If we only had a few young Fathers, whom we could send to the 
university to be educated for the professorship. The students require 
secular testimonials otherwise the bishops could not ordain them. 
But to maintain and conduct a Juvenate requires money. The young 
monks (children of the war) are all, without exception, delicate, and 
the older, healthier ones are overloaded with work. We also perform 
exterior labor in order to earn some money. The young people are all 
undernourished, as a consequence of the war. With plentiful help 
from outside we could in a few years recuperate. 

Why am I writing all this to you, Rev. Father? One will try 
almost anything and cling to the faintest ray of hope. In what way 
you could help us I do not know myself; perhaps with Mass stipends? 
With these you could also do something for the Monasteries. Goods 
for habits is needed; I should be glad to let them have it a little 
cheaper for they can hardly afford to buy any high priced goods. Money 
is wanting everywhere. 

I beg you once more not to take offense at my lamentations. It is 
only the solicitude for the existence of our Province that induces me to 
leave nothing untried. Of ourselves we can do nothing and our outlying 
monasteries do not have more than they need for their own subsistence. 

Yours devotedly, P. B. R., Provincial 
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Revelations Concerning the Feast of the Assumption — Greatness 
of the Blessed Virgin in Heaven—On No Day Fail to Honor the 
Blessed Virgin — Necessity of Holy Communion — The Golden Key of 
Heaven — Sister Mary Martha Chambon and Devotion to the Holy 
Wounds of Jesus — The Little Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament — 
Happiness of the Sister of Perpetual Adoration — The Parents of the 
“Little Flower’ — The Little Secret — In Honor of the “‘Little Flower.” 


Jesus in the Hearts of .Little Children 


A complete prayer-book. It contains 28 devotion-inspiring 
pictures; two Mass devotions; Confession and Communion de- 
votions; Way of the Cross; Litanies; Devotions for Benediction 
and 8 Visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. New, enlarged 
edition, 160 pages; print large and clear. 

A man: “They are really wonderful books for children.” 

A First Communicant: “I made good use of it. Our teacher read 
almost the whole book for us... the children always said: “Sister, 
please read us some more.” 

Cincinnati: “It is a splendid prayer-book for children, and I should 
like to place it in the hands of all our children. . . It is proposed to pre- 
sent these copies to those who attain certain rewards of merit." 

A man: “It is really a treasure and the children love it.” 


Art cloth binding, colors: black, blue or rose. Price 30 cents per copy. 

Heavy, durable, neatly bound cover, with gilt embossed title. Colors: 
white, black, blue or rose. Price 50 cents per copy. 

Liberal reduction for quantities of 50 or more. 





Four timely booklets which tend to 
deepen the knowledge of and increase devotion to — 


The Most Holy Eucharist 


God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament 

This interesting booklet shows that Christ in the Holy Eucharist 
is the centre of Catholic worship; that devotion to Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament is the most excellent of all devotions, and the very devotion 
of our time. 

‘ Eucharistic Miracles 

Recounts numerous miracles which will prove interesting to young 

and old. Contains prayers for benediction, litany and other prayers. 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
Contents: The Great Gift of God — Our Companion in Exile — 
The Tabernacle, an Open Treasury — Pledge of Life Everlasting — 
The Real Presence —The House of God, a Miniature Heaven —A 
Convert through a Genuflection — Four Wonderful Effusions of Blood 
from the Sacred Host, etc. — Prayers — To Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment — O Hidden God! — Litany of the Love of God. 


The Bread of Life 
This booklet deals principally with the Blessed Sacrament as the 
food of our souls; the wonderful effects of Holy Communion to pre- 
serve us from sin, increase Divine Grace, fill us with interior peace, and 
unite us with God. Contains Mass devotion in honor of the Blessed 
Sacrament and prayers. 
Each of the 4 above booklets 10 cents. Reduction for quantities. 
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